Khama  Becomes  Chief
came, to the number of twenty-one, though
several only came after repeated summons.
His speech was clear, direct, and imperative. He
formally announced his law about " boyalwa "
(strong drink). It was henceforth illegal to sell
it in the town or to bring it into the country.
After this warning, all brandy discovered in
the town would be destroyed, and its owner
fined and expelled. Many of the traders at
once declared their approval of the new law,
but others wanted to parley. One pointed out
that they had always been accustomed to
" have a little drink now and then," and asked
if that was to stop ? Khama replied, " Ever
since we saw the first white man we have been
accustomed to see them pull out a bottle and
give one another something to drink. For a
long time we thought it was medicine, and it
did not concern us, for it was not given to
black men. I do not want to interfere with
your personal habits, so long as they do not
become a nuisance to the town. But if, when
you give one another drink, you turn round
and give it to my people also, I shall regard
you as blameworthy/'
Another asked if the law would prevent them
from passing drink through the country ?
" What other country do you want to destroy
with it ? " asked the chiet " Why should it
pass and destroy others ? Are there not others
like ourselves on in front ? "
Eventually he conceded the importation of
brandy in cases, for their own consumption, but
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